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Determining applications

47. Planning law requires that applications for planning permission be determined in
accordance with the development plan, unless material considerations indicate
otherwise. Decisions on applications should be made as quickly as possible, and
within statutory timescales unless a longer period has been agreed by the applicant
in writing.

48. Local planning authorities may give weight to relevant policies in emerging plans
according to: a) the stage of preparation of the emerging plan (the more advanced its
preparation, the greater the weight that may be given); b) the extent to which there
are unresolved objections to relevant policies (the less significant the unresolved
objections, the greater the weight that may be given); and c) the degree of
consistency of the relevant policies in the emerging plan to this Framework (the
closer the policies in the emerging plan to the policies in the Framework, the greater
the weight that may be given)?.

49. However, in the context of the Framework — and in particular the presumption in
favour of sustainable development — arguments that an application is premature are
unlikely to justify a refusal of planning permission other than in the limited
circumstances where both:

a) the development proposed is so substantial, or its cumulative effect would
be so significant, that to grant permission would undermine the plan-making process
by predetermining decisions about the scale, location or phasing of new
development that are central to an emerging plan; and

b) the emerging plan is at an advanced stage but is not yet formally part of the
development plan for the area.

50. Refusal of planning permission on grounds of prematurity will seldom be
justified where a draft plan has yet to be submitted for examination; or — in the case
of a neighbourhood plan — before the end of the local planning authority publicity
period on the draft plan. Where planning permission is refused on grounds of
prematurity, the local planning authority will need to indicate clearly how granting
permission for the development concerned would prejudice the outcome of the plan-
making process.

24 During the transitional period for emerging plans submitted for examination (set out in paragraph
220), consistency should be tested against the original Framework published in March 2012.



